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About our Guest Speakers

Dr. Leonard du Preez
MBChB, DA, FCS, FCA, MMed. (Thor.) MMed (Anaes + Critical Care)

Leonard du Preez started his medical training in 1992
and graduated in 1998 from Stellenbosch University.
He completed his internship and community service at
Uitenhage Provincial Hospital. Following his community
service, he completed a Diploma in Anaesthesiology at
Livingstone Hospital, followed by 18 months in the
United Kingdom. After returning from the UK, he
specialised in Cardiothoracic Surgery from 2003-2008
and Anaesthesiology and Critical Care from 2008-2012
at Tygerberg Hospital and Stellenbosch University.
Important achievements for the purpose of the SUAS
talk:
e Anaesthesia for the first transvenous transtricuspid valve in valve
procedure
e While in Surgical practice implemented uniportal VATS lobectomy at
Tygerberg Hospital, first case in Africa.
e  First successful ECMO run at Panorama Mediclinic

Dr. du Preez is currently in full time anaesthesiology practice in the private
sector with sessions at Tygerberg Hospital. His focus is on cardiothoracic
anaesthesia, peri-operative pathophysiology of the cardiothoracic surgical
patient, minimally invasive approaches combined with enhanced recovery. He
is passionate about teamwork in cardiothoracic surgery, safety, outcomes and
continuing education.



Professor Elvis Irusen
MB ChB, FCP (SA), Pulmonology, PhD, FCCP

Head: Division of Pulmonology and Critical Care Division

Professor Irusen trained in research at the
Royal Brompton Hospital and at Imperial
College in London. He worked in molecular
immunology and biology as related to
asthmatic inflammation, which culminated in
his PhD.

He is a past-president of the SA Thoracic
Society and SA representative on GOLD
(Global Initiative for Chronic Obstructive
Lung Disease: 2010- 2018). The European
Respiratory Society and the Allergy Society

of South Africa have given distinguished service awards to him. He has
received the prestigious Rector’'s Excellence in Community Service award and
several Annual Service Awards for research and teaching.

He serves as reviewer for a number of esteemed respiratory journals & has
been involved in the development of numerous guidelines and has over 100
publications. His research interests are in epidemiology and clinical and
molecular aspects of respiratory medicine, particularly asthma and COPD.

Chapters from the textbook he edited “Lung Diseases-State of the Art” have

been downloaded over 82 000 times!



This event was made possible by the generous support and
contributions of the following company, for which we are sincerely
grateful! Thank you!
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