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Enquiries 
Programme Leader: Prof P du Preez 
Tel: 021 808 3208     E-mail: cntr@sun.ac.za 

Website: www.sun.ac.za/drama  
 

3.4.3 PhD (Drama and Theatre Studies)  

Programme Code 
54267 – 978(360) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• A Master’s degree with training in Theatre Studies and/or Theatre Arts or Theatre Skills or an 

acceptable equivalent qualification approved by Senate and an approved research proposal. 

• If you do not have a BAHons in Drama and Theatre Studies from Stellenbosch University’s 
Department of Drama, you may be required, on recommendation of the supervisor, to take and pass 
the following supplementary BAHons module: 

o 12813: Introduction to Research Methodology (Drama and Theatre Studies) 771. 

Closing Date for Applications 
Apply by 30 November of the preceding year. 

Registration can only take place after submission and approval of a research proposal. Contact the 
Department as soon as possible to ensure that there is a suitable supervisor available for the studies. 

Programme Structure 
Doctoral degrees in the arts are research degrees culminating in a dissertation. The study as a whole can 
consist of theoretical work or it can be the result of an integrated study of the creative processes and 
theoretical work which are reported in a dissertation. The unique nature of the integrated option is derived 
from the coherence and interdependency of the study of the creative process and theoretical dimensions of 
the research leading to an original contribution to knowledge and insight into the arts.  

Programme Content 

Compulsory Module 
54267 : Drama and Theatre Studies 978(360)  

 

Assessment and Examination 
A dissertation that is assessed according to the regulations of Stellenbosch University. You must do an oral 
examination in addition to the dissertation. All the material presented for the dissertation, including the 
creative work where applicable, is assessed as a single whole by the examiners appointed according to the 
normal procedures of the University. Consult Calendar, Part 1 (General), on doctoral studies. 

Enquiries 
Programme Leader: Prof P du Preez 
Tel: 021 808 3208   E-mail: cntr@sun.ac.za 

Website: www.sun.ac.za/drama  
 

3.5 Department of English 

3.5.1 BAHons (English Studies)  

Programme Code 
53880 – 778(120) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• A Bachelor’s degree with a major in English, or a Bachelor’s degree with a major in a suitable related 

discipline such as Comparative Literature, African Literature, Literary-cultural Studies, 
Cultural/Media Studies, Media and Communication Studies, Gender Studies, Film Studies, or 
another appropriate qualification approved by Senate. 

• A final mark of 65% in the third year for English, or for one of the abovementioned related disciplines.  
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Closing Date for Applications 
• South African students: 

o Apply by 30 November of the preceding year. 

• International students: 

o Apply by 31 August of the preceding year. 

Programme Structure 
The programme comprises a coursework module that makes up 75% of the programme and a research 
assignment module that makes up 25% of the programme. 

The programme is presented in weekly module meetings, as determined by the Department. 

Duration of Programme 
The programme extends over one year full-time. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory Modules 
53880 : English Studies  773(90)  

12880 : Research Assignment (English) 774(30)  
 

Assessment and Examination 
Assessment is done per module as explained in the framework of each individual module. 

Enquiries 
Programme Leader: Dr N Sanger 
Tel: 021 808 2041    E-mail: nsanger@sun.ac.za 

Website: www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/arts/english  
 

3.5.2 MA (English Studies)  

 Programme Codes 
53880 – 879(180) 

53880 – 889(180) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• An Honours degree in English, or an Honours degree in a suitable cognate discipline such as 

Comparative Literature, African Literature, Literary-Cultural Studies, Cultural/ Media Studies, Media 
and Communication Studies, Gender Studies, Film Studies, or another appropriate qualification 
approved by Senate. Preference will be given to students with a final Honours’ mark of 65% and 
higher. 

• For admission to the thesis option you must submit a written research proposal. This proposal must 
show your potential ability to conduct independent research and to write a thesis.  

Closing Date for Applications 
• South African students: 

o Apply by 30 November of the preceding year. 

• International students: 

o Apply by 31 August of the preceding year. 

Programme Structure 
You choose between a full thesis and one of two structured coursework options:  

• Option 1 – Literature, conflict and transition;  

• Option 2 – Creative writing. 

You have to write a thesis of limited scope in both of the abovementioned options.  

Option 1 comprises coursework and a thesis, each contributing 90 credits to the total of 180 credits. In the 
case of option 2 the thesis contributes 120 credits and the coursework the remaining 60 credits. The thesis 
for option 2 must include a work of original creative writing and a critical commentary. 

Please note: The MA by thesis is on offer every year while the MA by coursework options may not necessarily 
be taught in a particular year. 



Disclaimer: 

The content above comes from the 2023 Arts and Social Sciences Calendar 

(Yearbook). Make sure to consult the full Arts and Social Sciences Calendar to see 

this extract in context and to check if there have been any changes. Take 

special note of additional information in the Calendar under section 2. General 

Provisions for Postgraduate Programmes.   

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2023-ArtsAndSocialSciences.pdf
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