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Closing Date for Applications 
• South African students: 

o Apply by 30 November of the preceding year. 

• International students: 

o Apply by 31 August of the preceding year. 

Programme Structure 
The programme focuses on an advanced level of contemporary theory in the field of Art History and, more 
broadly, the field of visual studies and the complex factors underlying both the production and consumption 
of ‘high’ and popular art forms, especially in South Africa and other African countries. 

The programme is presented on a weekly basis in one lecture and two seminars. 

Duration of Programme 
The programme extends over one academic year. Classes begin in February and conclude in November. The 
degree is awarded at the March graduation ceremony. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory Modules 
12870 : Visual Studies Theory 771(30)  

12871 : Contemporary Visual Practices 771(30)  

12872 : Interdisciplinary Theory 771(30)  

11925 : Assignment (Visual Studies) 771(30)   
 

Assessment and Examination 
Assessment is done per module as explained in the framework of each individual module.  

Enquiries 
Programme Leader: Prof L van Robbroeck 
Tel: 021 808 3048    E-mail: lvr2@sun.ac.za 

Website: www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/arts/visual-arts  
 

3.18.3 MA in Visual Arts 

Programme Code 
59846 – 879(180) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• A four-year BA degree in Visual Arts or the equivalent three-year degree and Honours in Visual Arts 

or an acceptable equivalent qualification that Senate regards as adequate for admission to the 
programme where evidence is provided of the ability to conduct advanced independent research. 

• A pass mark of at least 65% in Visual Studies or equivalent qualification. 

• Selection for the programme relies on academic qualifications, professional experience and an 
acceptable study proposal for the practical and/or theoretical components of the programme. The 
proposal must be supported by a portfolio (original art works, photographs or digital images) of 
recent art works. 

Details for the selection process is available from the Department. 

Closing Date for Applications 
• South African students: 

o Apply by 30 November of the preceding year. 

• International students: 

o Apply by 31 October of the preceding year. 

Programme Structure 
The programme requires the production of an integrated project in which creative processes (the practical 
component) and a related theoretical investigation (a thesis) are combined. You must produce original art 
works and a thesis that contextualises them theoretically, historically and philosophically. The programme 
emphasises the development of critical thinking and argumentative abilities by encouraging independent 
practical and theoretical research that must make a considerable contribution to the visual arts. 
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Duration of Programme 
The programme extends over one academic year. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory Module 
11540 : Thesis (Visual Arts) 871(180)  

 

Assessment and Examination 
You present practical and theoretical seminars in the course of the programme and assessment is done by 
means of an exhibition of visual art works and a thesis that counts 100% of the final mark, assessed as a 
whole by the examiners. 

Enquiries 
Programme Leader: Ms L Moe 
Tel: 072 299 8310   E-mail: ledelle@sun.ac.za 

Website: www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/arts/visual-arts  
 

3.18.4 MA in Visual Arts (Art Education)  

Programme Code 
54259 – 889(180) 

Specific Admission Requirements 
• A four-year BA degree in Visual Arts or the equivalent three-year degree and Honours in Visual Arts 

or an acceptable equivalent qualification that Senate regards as adequate for admission to the 
programme where evidence is provided of the ability to conduct advanced independent research. 

• In exceptional cases, the Bachelor’s degree in Primary Education with Art Education as a major or a 
three-year Bachelor’s degree with Practical Art and Visual Studies as majors, and a postgraduate 
Diploma in Education with Practical Art and Method of Teaching Art may be accepted. 

• Selection for the programme is dependent on academic qualifications and professional experience. 

Closing Date for Applications 
• South African students: 

o Apply by 30 November of the previous year. 

• International students: 

o Apply by 31 August of the preceding year. 

Programme Structure 
This programme comprises various modules and a thesis. The programme emphasises the development of 
critical thinking and argumentative abilities by encouraging independent theoretical research that must 
make a contribution of considerable scope and depth to the broad discipline of visual art education. 

Programme Content 

Compulsory Modules 
12873 : Learning Theories 811(15)  

12875 : Citizenship and Art Education 812(15)  

12876 : Globalisation and Art Education 842(15)  

13884 : Research Methods in the Arts 874(15) 

11301 : Service Learning (Art Education) 874(30)  

12877 : Thesis (Art education) 871(90)  
 

Assessment and Examination 
Assessment is done per module as explained in the framework of each individual module.  

Enquiries 
Programme Leader: Prof E Costandius 
Tel: 021 808 3053   E-mail: elmarie@sun.ac.za 

Website: www.sun.ac.za/english/faculty/arts/visual-arts  
 



Disclaimer: 

The content above comes from the 2023 Arts and Social Sciences Calendar 

(Yearbook). Make sure to consult the full Arts and Social Sciences Calendar to see 

this extract in context and to check if there have been any changes. Take 

special note of additional information in the Calendar under section 2. General 

Provisions for Postgraduate Programmes.   

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2023-ArtsAndSocialSciences.pdf
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