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in the second year. 

Presentation structure 
Blended-learning or mixed-mode instruction means that the programme entails a combination of: 

• Face-to-face contact sessions on campus 

• Telematics broadcasts (streaming live online) and MS Teams sessions 

• Electronic learning by using SUNLearn (the learning management system of Stellenbosch 
University), which includes modern teaching techniques, online discussion groups with fellow 
students and lecturers and electronic assignments. 

Contact sessions on campus 
There are two compulsory week-long contact sessions. These sessions happen in the March/April school 
holidays and in the June/July school holidays to make it possible for employed education specialists and for 
students who do not stay in or near Stellenbosch to attend. The dates of these contact sessions will be 
adjusted every year to accommodate the school and university calendars. 

It is compulsory to attend both contact sessions. If you miss one or both of these sessions in a given 
academic year, you will not be allowed to continue your studies. If you are registered to complete the 
programme over two years, you must attend the contact sessions of the modules you are registered for in 
that year. A programme for the contact sessions will be included in the programme guide and the module 
framework and will be distributed electronically at the beginning of each academic year. 

Contact session 1: March-April school holidays (depending on the school calendar) 

Contact session 2: June-July school holidays 

Exams 
You do not have to write exams on the Stellenbosch campus. The University’s external exams office arranges 
for exams to be written in specified places in South Africa or abroad.  

Programme structure 
Each programme is represented by an anchor module with a credit value of at least 120 credits and includes 
the following:  

• a compulsory core module (Knowing, Acting and Being: Framing the Study of Education) 

• a compulsory module in general education research methodology 

• a compulsory module in field-specific research methodology 

• a compulsory research project  

• four other modules (with electives in some programmes) 

No module is a prerequisite for a next module. The modules for each specialisation area are listed below, 
and more information on each module is given in alphabetical order of subjects in the chapter “Subjects, 
modules and module content”. 
 

3.1.2.1 BEdHons (Curriculum Inquiry)  

Specific admission requirements 
• For entry into one of the discipline-focused modules (with the exception of Environmental 

Education): 

o If you completed a BEd degree:  

 You must have completed the relevant subject discipline as a major teaching subject up to 
your final year of studies.  

 If you completed your BEd degree at another institution, you must show that you 
completed the relevant subject discipline as a major subject according to the requirements 
of your chosen programme. 

o If you completed another university degree followed by a Postgraduate Certificate in Education 
(or similar):  

 you must have the relevant subject discipline at at least second-year level  

and  

 you must have completed the curriculum focus for the subject during your PGCE studies (in 
other words as a Teaching module). 

• For entry into Environmental Education or Curriculum Change:  

o The general entry requirements for the BEdHons apply.  

• Prior teaching experience is recommended but not compulsory. 
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Programme content 
This programme aims to familiarise you with curriculum inquiry as a field of study and to develop you within 
that field. The programme will provide you with a broad base for developing a better understanding of 
curriculum debates internationally and of the way those debates impact the South African context. 
 

If you enrol to complete the programme in one year: 

Anchor module 

Curriculum Inquiry 778 (120) 

Compulsory year modules 

Curriculum Studies: Key Moments, Concepts and Debates 772 (30) 

Research Project (Curriculum Inquiry) 771 (35) 

Compulsory first-semester modules 

Educational Research 711(10) 

Knowing, Acting and Being: Framing the Study of Education 711(15) 

Elective year modules  
You must choose and qualify for one of the following modules: 

Critical Issues and Debates: Curriculum Change 771 (30) 

Critical Issues and Debates: Economic and Business Sciences Education 771 (30) 

Critical Issues and Debates: Environmental Education 771 (30) 

Critical Issues and Debates: History Education  771 (30) 

Critical Issues and Debates: Mathematics Education 771 (30) 

Critical Issues and Debates: Physical Education (not offered in 2023) 771 (30) 

Critical Issues and Debates: Science Education 771 (30) 
 

If you enrol to complete this programme in two years: 

Anchor module 

Curriculum Inquiry 778 (120) 
 

First year of study 

Compulsory year modules 

Curriculum Studies: Key Moments, Concepts and Debates 772 (30) 

Compulsory first-semester modules 

Knowing, Acting and Being: Framing the Study of Education 711(15) 

Elective year modules  
You must choose and qualify for one of the following modules: 

Critical Issues and Debates: Curriculum Change 771 (30) 

Critical Issues and Debates: Economic and Business Sciences Education 771 (30) 

Critical Issues and Debates: Environmental Education 771 (30) 

Critical Issues and Debates: History Education  771 (30) 

Critical Issues and Debates: Mathematics Education 771 (30) 

Critical Issues and Debates: Physical Education (not offered in 2023) 771 (30) 

Critical Issues and Debates: Science Education 771 (30) 
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Second year of study 

Compulsory year module 

Research Project (Curriculum Inquiry) 771 (35) 

Compulsory first-semester module 

Educational Research 711(10) 
 
 
 

3.1.2.2 BEdHons (Educational Support)  

Specific admission requirements 
• A minimum of one year of formal teaching experience. 

• A minimum average of 65% in the final year of undergraduate study. 

Selection 
This is a programme where selection takes place. 

• Selection takes place annually after the closing date in July. 

• Selection is done on the basis of prior academic performance and relevant teaching experience. 

• A limited number of students are admitted to the programme each year. 

• If more than the limited number of students qualify for the programme, qualifying students will 
complete an academic writing assignment. The top students will then be identified and selected for 
the programme, based on this assignment. 

Further study possibilities 
The BEdHons degree is a prerequisite for the MEd (Educational Support) degree. 

Programme content 
Currently the approach to supporting diverse learner needs is to do so in inclusive education systems and 
environments and to provide meaningful participation to all learners. The BEdHons (Educational Support) 
programme combines theory and practical application to enable you as an education specialist to teach, 
assess and support learners with diverse needs. 
 

If you enrol to complete this programme in one year: 

Anchor module 

Educational Support 787(120) 

Compulsory year modules 

Research Project (Educational Support) 772(30) 

Compulsory first-semester modules 

Educational Research 711(10) 

Interpretive Research 711(5) 

Knowing, Acting and Being: Framing the Study of Education 711(15) 

Adult Learning and Support 711(15) 

Learning and Cognition 711(15) 

Compulsory second-semester modules 

Learning Challenges 744(15) 

Learning Support 744(15) 

Elective modules 
There are no electives for this programme. 
 

If you enrol to complete this programme in two years: 

Anchor module 

Educational Support 787(120) 



Disclaimer: 

The content above comes from the 2023 Education Calendar (Yearbook). Make sure 

to consult the full Education Calendar to see this extract in context and to check if 

there have been any changes. Take special note of additional information in the 

Calendar under section 1. Summary of Postgraduate Programmes.   

https://www.sun.ac.za/english/Documents/Yearbooks/Current/2023_(Eng)_Education.pdf
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